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What do our pupils need on return to school?  

There has been so much in the media over the last year related 

to return to school - children needing to catch up, attainment 

gaps widening, mental health issues, inactivity and fitness, anxi-

ety and health worries.  

The majority of children will be generally happy to be back see-

ing their class mates and their teacher and TAs. Most teachers 

will know that short term interventions are not the only answer 

and that schools need the autonomy to consider their own co-

horts, assess where the highest needs are and decide the sorts 

of approaches that are going to make the most difference.  

What do we know about the types of approaches that can 

have a positive impact on attainment and well being?  

• One to One tutoring. The Virtual School uses tutoring 

already as a strand of support for pupils needing target-

ed work in certain subjects, for exam preparation and 

for pupils who are in between placements. Tutoring can 

raise attainment if pupils engage well, if the tutors col-

laborate with the host school re syllabus content and 

when the goals for tuition are clear.  

• If you want to find out more about the National Tutoring 

Programme announced by the government click here 

• Other approaches the EEF have positive evidence for are 

small group tuition, oral language interventions, peer 

tutoring and metacognitive strategies. EEF toolkit  

 

Our aim is to help schools and social workers develop and 

share expertise on the needs of children in care so that good 

practice can be disseminated across the authority.  

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing: 

Don’t forget the virtual school are here to assist you should you require any support. 

You can email us at the following addresses and we promise we will respond within 24 

hours. 

Sian Biddlecombe Acting Head of Virtual School 
Sian.Biddlecombe@wokingham.gov.uk 
Jane Everton Interim Deputy Head of Virtual School 
Jane.Everton@wokingham.gov.uk 
Ruth Blyth PEP Officer 
Ruth.Blyth@wokingham.gov.uk 
Kat Johnston Post 16 PEP Officer 
Kat.Johnston@wokingham.gov.uk 
Cindy Fincham Early Years Officer 
Cindy.Fincham@wokingham.gov.uk 
Alix Williams Virtual School Support Officer 
Alix.Williams@wokingham.gov.uk 

We would like to say a massive thank you for all the work 

that you have continued to do for our children in care.  

These have been and continue to be challenging times for 

schools and for our young people and the Virtual School 

appreciates all the work that has been happening. The 

PEPs that have taken place this term have been really fo-

cused in targeted support for the young people in our care. 

We know  that these uncertainties continue but we know 

that our DTs are working tirelessly to ensure the needs of 

their CiC are met. 

Sian has sent out what we hope will be a really powerful piece 

of CPD for all school staff about trauma reduction.  

‘At their best, schools can function as islands of safety in a cha-

otic world. They can teach children how their brains and bodies 

work and how they can understand and deal with their emo-

tions.’  (Kolk, Van, 2015) 

Although it has always been known that  children in care have 

faced traumas within their lives, the whole of society has 

suffered significant trauma over the past year and so these 

webinars will support the whole staff and student body in 

school. Please take the time to watch them and disseminate 

across the school where appropriate.  

Please click the following link http://bit.ly/WKHvs_CRW  and 

use the password: WKHvs#CtrwS0221 to access the three 

webinars and their associated handouts.  
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